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such violence that it caused the hairs of one's head to
stand on end. Then he said to all present, "I am de-
livered from the influence of the world of matter, of the
world of passions, and from every influence that causes the
migration from one existence to another. I enjoy now a
perfect calm of mind; like the mighty warrior who on
the field of battle has conquered all his enemies, I have
triumphed over all passions. I have mastered existence
itself by destroying the principle that causes it." These
words were uttered by Phra, lest perhaps some people
might infer that he entered into the extraordinary state
on which he mastered the elements of life, from fear
caused by the language of the tempter, inviting him to go
forthwith to Neibban.

Ananda, having felt the earthquake, respectfully ap-
proached Buddha and prostrated himself before him.
Withdrawing then to a becoming distance, he asked him
the causes that produce the extraordinary and terrify-
ing phenomenon of earthquakes. "My son," answered
Buddha, " eight causes make the earth tremble: ist, The
earth lies on a mass of water, which rests on the air, and
the air 011 space; when the air is set in motion, it shakes
the water, which in its turn shakes the earth ; 2d, any
being gifted with extraordinary powers ; 30!, the concep-
tion of Phralaong for his last existence; 4th, his birth;
5th, his becoming a Buddha; 6th, his preaching the law
of the wheel; 7th, his mastering and renouncing exist-
ence ; 8th, his obtaining the state of Neibban. These are
the eight causes of earthquakes. Aiiancla, a little while
after having become a Buddha, 1 was in the solitude of
Ouroowela, on the banks of the river Neritzara, under the
shade of a banyan-tree planted by some shepherds. The
wicked Nat came into my presence and requested me to
go forthwith to Neibban. I refused then to comply with

The preaching of the law of the transcendent truths, which, as men-
wheel is nothing else than the mani- tioned in foregoing pages, constitute
festation of the four sublime and the essence of Buddha's doctrines.